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Las Vegas is the city of sin, and *the adult* playground, and what happens in Vegas stays 
in Vegas.  But it is also a great place to take a vacation with children. 
This may seem like a contradiction, but let me explain. Even if Vegas has given up on 
catering to families, it has matured enough to not only be safe for kids but quite possibly 
one of the best vacation destinations for kids. Strong words, but hear me out, although 
Vegas never sleeps, it does change gears and when night turns to day and the party goes 
get some much deserved rest, the more sedate but none the less exciting side of Vegas 
goes to work. Probably the best way for me to explain this is to tell you about our 
vacation to Las Vegas with my 6 year old daughter (Andrea), and tell me if you can think 
of a better vacation. 
 
We fly in to Vegas early in the morning and take a stretch limo 
from the airport up and down the strip and 
to our hotel (Luxor).  
Once we get inside, we walk around the 
amazing atrium, check out the video 
arcade and grab a bite to eat at 
McDonalds. Then we go up to our room 
using the “Inclinator” elevators. 
 
After we get settled in we head out and take the monorail to 
Excalibur and walk through NYNY where we catch a sidewalk 
magic show and then walk across to MGM and check out the Lion habitat.  
Next, is another monorail ride to the Flamingo where we 
get to see the free roaming Flamingos and other wildlife 
that is all just walking around us and you can get right up 
to everything! 
 
 
Next it is on to Caesars Palace and the Forum shops. Here 
we take in a free show where the fountains come alive and 
tell stories and put on a light show. While we are shopping  
we stop in at FAO Schwartz 

and have a go at the Piano 
from the movie BIG. 



We then stroll down the strip to the Venetian where we see the amazing architecture and 
take a ride in a gondola.  
 
So now it is getting dark and so we head over to 
Treasure Island and get front row for the “Sirens” 
battle. Now, here is where some of you might say this 
is not an appropriate show for a 6 year old. Well, let 
me assure you, to a 6 year old, all the sexy cavorting 
and provocative dancing is lost and the only thing she 
understood is the girl pirates are beating up the boy 
pirates and let me tell you, she was LOVING IT!! 

 
 
Ok, so final event 
of the day is tickets 
to Blue man group. 
We get ready for the show and before she fell asleep 
was having the time of her life and the Blue men came 
right up and gawked at her and she was just giddy, one 
even gave her a “thumb print” �  

So, aside from her sleeping through half the show, not bad for our first day.  
 
Day 2: 

So after breakfast we head back to Venetian to have 
Andrea and her mother get a chalk sketch done of them. 
This is where I got away to do some gambling. I had 
about 3 hours, so I went out and found a nice Craps table 
and had my fill and made a few bucks and generally got 
my gaming “fix” for the trip � . 
 
Next we stroll through the Wynn and take a tour of the 

Ferrari and Maserati dealership onsite. :o)  
Then we  catch a double decker bus back to Bellagio. 



At Bellagio we enjoy the wonderful display in the gardens room. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The rest of Bellagio is just as beautiful, like the 
Chocolate fountains at Jean Philippe’s. 
Next, we take a cab to the RIO, where we not only see 
but take part in the  
“Carnival in the sky” show! 

 
Finally, we finish off the night enjoying the fountain’s 
of Bellagio. 



Day 3: 
For our last day in Vegas, the girls decide they 
want to try out the pool. 
So, after their swim we try and squeeze in a last 
few sights. Today turns out to be a great 
“edutainment” day for Andrea. 
We start with a 3D IMAX at the LUXOR we 
watch a show about deep sea creatures. Next it’s 
over to Mandalay bay 
for the Shark Reef 
exhibit. And finally 
Jennifer and Andrea go 
over to Tropicana to see 
the “Bodies” exibit. 

 
Well, that’s about all we got in, for only three days, not 
bad. Andrea had the time of her life, there was never any 
awkward moments or inappropriate situations. During the 

day at least the “mature” nature of Vegas subsided and let itself be completely 
approachable for families. 
We are already planning our next trip back, when we 
will try to get to things like “Flyaway” indoor 
skydiving, take a grand canyon tour by helicopter and 
jetski to the Hoover dam, and finish off with a 
Hummer offroad adventure ride to a picnic lunch! 
There is even more in the future for Vegas and my 
family as Andrea grows up. I want to go to the Las 
Vegas motor speedway and have the whole family 
take a lap in a race-car, as well as the Zero-G 
simulator plane ride. If these are not the stuff of good 
family vacations then I guess I just don’t know how 
to have a good vacation, but I promise you if I get to 
even half of this stuff, my daughter will have great 
memories of our family vacations and that is precisely 
why I want them � . 
Ruben G. 


